
 Peak & Northern Footpaths Society (est. 1894)  
 

 

 
Registered Charity no. 212219 

TRUSTEES’ REPORT FOR 2016 

Summary 

The Trustees consider that the Society is fulfilling its duty in providing public benefit in its 
activities. 

The Society had a financial deficit of £11,381 for the year, mainly due to providing funds to finance 
a new flagged public right of way over Blacka moor near Sheffield. 

As a means of spreading the word about the Society’s achievements and work, we were present at 
the Manchester Histories festival, and we continue to give presentations to affiliated and other 
interested groups. 

Construction 

The Society financed one new footbridge this year in an area where it was not unknown for 
walkers to get wet feet when the water level was high.   We have made several suggestions to 
local authorities as to where we feel footbridges are needed for the public benefit. 

The Society erected 28 new signposts on public rights of way, which, as well as fulfilling their 
primary purpose, publicise the Society to walkers. 

Legal activity 

During the year the Assessors dealt with 152 orders, 161 consultations, 7 public space protection 
orders, 1 legal objection and 153 other matters relating to public rights of way. 

Our Public Rights of Way Inspectors have increased in number from 94 to 101.   We have 
welcomed new inspectors in areas where we are thin on the ground, such as Cheshire West, 
Lancaster and Brighouse. Our faults database grows ever longer as increasing budget cuts make it 
difficult for local authorities to respond.   A new database, which enables inspectors to record 
faults online, has been tested with the Derbyshire inspectors, and we hope to roll it out for our 
entire area in the near future. 

Our Courts & Inquiries Officers have been extremely active during the year and are now up to six 
in number.    

Their most notable success was the appeal against the refusal of Lancashire County Council to add 
a path to the definitive map in Haslingdon.    

Unfortunately the restoration of Silverdale 14 to its proper position behind the sea wall is not yet 
resolved, even though the Society won an appeal to the Planning Inspectorate which has resulted 
in the Council making an order to amend the definitive map.   The landowners have opposed the 
order and a public inquiry will take place in the autumn.    

The Society has worked with local residents in Wigan to establish a well used route is a public right 
of way.  The Prow officer has now produced a report recommending the adding of part of the path 
to the definitive map.   We await a decision with regard to the rest of the claimed route.   A 
notable first is the obtaining of a direction from the Secretary of State ordering a council to resolve 
an application for a DMMO by the end of the year rather than walkers having to wait some 6 years 
for its resolution due to a lack of resources in the Council.     

In Stoke-on-Trent, 1,351 paths have been identified that need adding to the definitive map before 
2026.    
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In Derbyshire, we have commented on 130 planning applications that could affect the use of 
public rights of way for walkers, and have succeeded in securing good traffic-free routes through 
new housing estates. Nine diversion orders were discussed with council officers, achieving a 
satisfactory result in most cases. 

Obstructions are another problem. Tankersley 34 was substantially cleared after the Society 
served an obstruction and out-of-repair notice. Shirebrook 33, which was only added to the 
definitive map in 2013, is impassable; and a number of paths in Denby Parish, Amber Valley, are 
also impassable due to obstructions. Legal action looks likely in the near future to ensure that 
these paths are restored for public use. 

Railways 

The closure of public rights of way across rail lines is of concern. Network Rail are closing an 
increasing number of these crossings without offering alternatives.  The proposals would 
significantly reduce public access across the line route. We made representations to avoid the 
worst effects of this on the rights-of-way network. 

Planning for the high-speed railway HS2 in the Society’s area has reached the stage of identifying 
the effect the plans would have on public rights of way. We have responded to the HS2 
consultation on the Working Draft Environmental Impact Assessment for Phase 2a of the project in 
respect of the section passing through our area.  

 

 

 


